
DISCOVER 
WHAT'S NEW
VAD Coordinator Toolkit



Updated Assessment Exams  
and Checklists

n  Patient and caregiver assessment 
with a knowledge and skills checklist

n  Clinical staff assessment with a 
knowledge and skills checklist

n  First responder assessment with  
a knowledge and skills checklist

n  Patient and caregiver ongoing 
assessment with a knowledge  
and skills checklist

New VAD Coordinator Tools
n  HVAD implant preparation checklist

n  HVAD parameter operating room record

Updated Letter Templates
Air travel notification letter

New Discharge Tools
Patient HVAD parameter range sheet

WHAT'S INCLUDED:

VAD 
COORDINATOR 
TOOLKIT
Tools and Resources
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 Match the item with the correct functions:

AC Adapter

Alarm Indicator

Alarm Mute Button

This icon          is located at the front of the controller and 
lights up when one or more alarms occur.

This button         silences the low and medium audible alarms.

This is an adapter/cable that transfers power from an electric 
outlet to run the controller.

Match the definition to the picture:

Test Button on Battery

Driveline Exit Site

Battery Charger

 Match the controller label names:

AC/DC Indicator

Controller Display

Alarm Indicator

Alarm Mute Button

Battery Indicator 1

Battery Indicator 2

Scroll Button

PATIENT AND CAREGIVER  
ASSESSMENT 
EXAMPLE

Patient and Caregiver Assessment
FILL IN YOUR ANSWERS BELOW:
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Preparation for Implant

PRE-OPERATIVE PREPARATIONS (24 HOURS IN ADVANCE)

o  Confirm surgical implant approach with surgeon (midline sternotomy vs. thoracotomy)

o Notify Medtronic Clinical Specialist of scheduled implant 

o Plug in and charge the HVAD™ Monitor 

o Plug in and charge 4–6 HVAD™ Batteries

Equipment Needed in the Operating Room

NON-STERILE HVAD EQUIPMENT

o  (1) HVAD™ Monitor w/Data Cable

o  (4–6) charged Batteries

o  (1) Patient carrying bag of choice (HeartWare™ Shoulder Pack, Waist Pack, Convertible Patient Pack, etc.)

o  (1) Backup bag of choice

o  AC Adapter 

PUMP PREP AND IMPLANT EQUIPMENT

o  (2) HVAD™ Pump Kits (1 as backup)

o (2) Outflow Grafts (1 as backup)

o (2) Surgical Tool Kits 

§  (1) Regular length
§  (1) Extended length

o (2) Controllers w/AC Adapters (1 as backup) 

o (2) Driveline Extension Cables (1 as backup)

o (1) Accessory Kit 

Label all patient-issued peripheral equipment (Controllers, Batteries, AC Adapters, Bags, etc.)
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HVAD™ IMPLANT 
PREPARATION CHECKLIST 
EXAMPLE
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Note: This form is intended to assist VAD Program and/or Operating Room Staff in the gathering of supplies, equipment, and other 
necessary preparations for a HeartWare™ HVAD™ implantation. It is not a substitute procedure for HVAD™ Pump wet test and 
assembly. For complete step-by-step instructions of pump preparation for implant, please refer to the HeartWare™ HVAD™ System 
Instructions for Use (IFU), Section 6: Surgical Implant & Explant of the HVAD™ Pump.  
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AIR TRAVEL  
NOTIFICATION LETTER 
EXAMPLE

DATE [MONTH/DAY/YEAR]

[NAME]
[ADDRESS 1]
[ADDRESS 2]
[CITY, STATE, ZIP]

Dear [NAME]:
The passenger identified below has an implanted life-sustaining device and requires special consideration in 
navigating the travel process.  

Passenger Name:   
 
Address:   
 

Telephone Number: 

The passenger has an HVAD™ Pump, which is part of the HeartWare™ HVAD™ 
System. The Pump is a ventricular assist device (VAD) or implanted blood pump 
that provides circulatory support for individuals with advanced heart failure. A cable 
exits the body and is connected to a controller (microprocessor) and lithium ion 
batteries which provide control and power to the implanted HVAD™ Pump. 

I am requesting your assistance in providing the passenger safe and discrete 
passage through the security screening and boarding process. The passenger 

must avoid the airport security equipment as this may interfere with the HVAD™ 
System. The passenger may be hand-screened with special care given to the driveline 
cable exit site. Additional equipment is required to be brought on board the aircraft and 
must be in the patient’s possession due to safety and emergency considerations. 

The HVAD™ System is compliant with all related FAA safety requirements and will not interfere with aviation 
electronics, per Section 21, Category M of the RTCA document number RTCA/DO-160F, as specified in “Use of 
Portable Electronic Devices Aboard Aircraft” AC number 91.21-1B, Section 8A.

Thank you in advance for your assistance in providing the passenger safe passage. If you have any questions about 
the HVAD™ System, please do not hesitate to contact me or refer to www.medtronicacademy.com.   

Sincerely,

[NAME]
[TITLE]
[HOSPITAL]
[ADDRESS 1]
[ADDRESS 2]
[CITY], [STATE] [ZIP]

Discover more than  
25 new turnkey tools  
and resources that can 
be easily downloaded 
and utilized in your daily 
work. This toolkit is 
intended to help  
support existing and 
new VAD programs in 
the documentation  
and management  
of the Medtronic  
HVAD™ System.

DOWNLOAD  
TOOLKIT

AND MUCH MORE!

Registration or login required.

http://www.MedtronicAcademy.com/VADCoordinatorToolkit


Brief Statement  
Medtronic HVAD™ System

Indications: The Medtronic HVAD™ System is indicated for hemodynamic support in patients with 
advanced, refractory left ventricular heart failure; either as a Bridge to Cardiac Transplantation  (BTT), 
myocardial recovery, or as Destination Therapy (DT) in patients for whom subsequent  transplantation   
is not planned.

Contraindications: The HVAD System is contraindicated in patients who cannot tolerate 
anticoagulation  therapy.

Warnings and Precautions: Proper usage and maintenance of the HVAD System is critical for the 
functioning of the device. Serious and life-threatening adverse events, including stroke, have been 
associated with use of this device. Blood pressure management may reduce the risk of stroke. Never 
disconnect from two power sources at the same time (batteries or power adapters) since this will stop 
the pump, which could lead to serious injury or death. At least one power source must be connected at all 
times. Always keep a spare controller and fully charged spare batteries available at all times in case of an 
emergency. Do not disconnect the driveline from the controller or the pump will stop. Avoid devices and 
conditions that may induce strong static discharges as this may cause the VAD to perform improperly 
or stop. Magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) could cause harm to the patient or could cause the pump to 
stop. The HVAD Pump may cause interference with automatic implantable cardioverter-defibrillators 
(AICDs), which may lead to inappropriate shocks, arrhythmia and death. Chest compressions may pose a 
risk due to pump location and position of the outflow graft on the aorta — use clinical judgment. If chest 
compressions have been administered, confirm function and positioning of HVAD Pump post CPR.

Potential Complication: Implantation of a VAD is an invasive procedure requiring general anesthesia and 
entry into the thoracic cavity. There are numerous known risks associated with this surgical procedure 
and the therapy including, but not limited to, death, stroke, neurological dysfunction, device malfunction, 
peripheral and device-related thromboembolic events, bleeding, right ventricular failure, infection, 
hemolysis and sepsis. Refer to the “Instructions for Use” for detailed information regarding the implant 
procedure, indications, contraindications, warnings, precautions, and potential adverse events prior to 
using this device. 

Caution: Federal law (USA) restricts these devices to sale by or on the order of a physician.

This VAD Coordinator 
Toolkit was designed to 
provide VAD coordinators 
and VAD programs with 
a library of tools and 
resources that support 
a VAD program. The 
collection of documents, 
such as assessments, 
checklists, and letters, are 
common tools that can be 
used in the daily work of a 
VAD program. 

DOWNLOAD  
TOOLKIT

Registration or login required.

http://www.MedtronicAcademy.com/VADCoordinatorToolkit

